
STAR OF COURAGE 

Mr Oguz Hakan TASKUN, 17 Hayes Street, Lidcombe NSW 2141 
 
On the morning of 19 April 2004, Mr Taskun apprehended and disarmed an offender 
who had stabbed a man near Auburn Railway Station, New South Wales. 
 
Mr Taskun was on his way to work when he saw a man with a knife chasing another 
man who was covered with blood. Mr Taskun ran after the two men and saw the 
armed man slash the victim across the chest, inflicting a wound that bled freely. As 
Mr Taskun neared the two men, he told the armed man to drop the knife. The offender 
threatened Mr Taskun and continued pursuing the victim, stabbing him in the 
abdomen. Fearing that the man under attack was going to be killed, Mr Taskun 
continued to give chase to try to stop the attack. He finally caught the armed man and 
grabbed him from behind, tackling him to the ground forcing him to drop the knife.  
Mr Taskun appealed to members of the public to assist and two men came forward 
and held the man down while Mr Taskun put the knife into a plastic bag. Mr Taskun 
gave instructions to members of the public to contact the police and ambulance and to 
divert traffic around the scene. He then administered first aid to the victim while waiting 
for emergency services to arrive. 
 
By his actions, Mr Taskun displayed conspicuous courage. 
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