STAR OF COURAGE

Mr Ken JANAKIEVSKI,
C/- White Horse Hotel, 161 Princess Highway, St Peters NSW 2044

On the night of 9 June 2006, Mr Janakievski attempted to detain an armed robber escaping from
a holdup at a hotel at St Peters, New South Wales.

Around midnight, four men armed with a shot gun and large knives entered a hotel at St Peters.
They spread out in the public bar area, and began to menace patrons and staff. They screamed
aggressively as they rounded up their victims, ordering them into an adjacent room and on to the
floor. The duty hotel manager, Mr Janakievski, was attacked from behind and forced to open a
safe, and then threatened by another offender armed with the shot gun as cash was also
removed from one of the registers. The offenders continued to intimidate and yell obscenities at
the patrons as they were ordered to hand over wallets and mobile phones. Mr Janakievski was
made to move into the room with the victims where he was again threatened by the offender
armed with the shot gun. The weapon was raised to shoulder level, and aimed at him at point
blank range. Fearing for the safety of his customers, Mr Janakievski lunged at the offender and
was able to wrestle the gun from him, prompting the robbers to flee from the hotel. Reacting
instinctively, Mr Janakievski pursued them out into the street and tried to detain one of the
offenders. As the robbers escaped by car, Mr Janakievski learnt that one of his customers had
sustained a critical knife wound. Running to his aid, Mr Janakievski dropped to the ground and
applied pressure to the man’s chest wound then commenced CPR. Sadly, the victim’s injury was
fatal.

By his actions, Mr Janakievski displayed conspicuous bravery.



