OFFICE OF THE OFFICIAL SECRETARY
TO THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL

Ms Samantha Maiden
News Limited

Dear Ms Maiden

I refer to your applications dated 2 and 3 February 2011 seeking access to documents under the Freedom of
Information Act 1982 (the FOI Act) as below:

1.

I am seeking access to the following documents under Freedom of Information laws for the financial years
2008-09 2009-10 and 2010 to present, Feb 2011;

a) Expenditure on Governor General Quentin Bryce’s wardrobe

b} Expenditure on Governor General Quentin Bryce’s dry cleaning

¢} Expenditure on Governor General Quentin Bryce's hair and make up.

d) Expenditure on flowers at Government House in Canberra and Admiralty House.

I am seeking access to the following documents under Freedom of Information laws for the financial years
2008-09 2009-10 and 2010 to present, Feb 2011 :

@) Quentin Bryce’s salary and remuneration package
b) Quentin Bryce's superannuation entitlements
¢) Quentin Bryce salary sacrifice arrangments (sic)

1 am secking access to the following documents under Freedom of Information laws for the financial years
2009-10 and 2010 to present, Feb 2011 that deal with:

a) Salary and remuneration package including motor vehicle allowance for Ms Bryce's senior staff — Stephen
Brady, Mark Fraser, Pamela O’Grady, Karen Baker, Sharon Prendergast, Niree Creed, Greg Dennis,
Elizabeth Mitchell, Kerry Cox, Debbie Bowden, Kate Chapple, Paul Sinder (sic), Clement Tyhuis, Nathan
McKenzie, Peyron (sic} Butler, Mark McConnlell (sic), Rob Meller, Sam Groves.

b) Details of any workers’ compensation claims and payouts for all staff-

¢) Details of any serverance (sic) pay for staff. -

1 am seeking access to the following documents under Freedom of Information laws for the financial years
2008-09 2009-10 and 2010 to present, Feb 2011 that deal with:

a) Full list of wines and other liguor in Government House Yarralumla cellar

b) Full list of wines and liquor in Admiralty House cellar

c) Any expenses and documents associated with profession (sic) advice in relation to wine and liquor holdings
at both official residences

I am seeking access to the following documents under Freedom of Information laws for the financial years
2009-10 and 2010 to present, Feb 2011 that deal with:

a) Official expenses claimed by Quentin Bryce’s husband, Michael Bryce
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6. I am seeking access to the following documents under Freedom of Information laws for the financial years
2008-09, 2009-10 and 2010 to present, Feb 2011 that deal with:

a} Breakdown of the costs and travel itineraries associated with official overseas travel for Governor General
Quentin Bryce and her staff.

7. 1am seeking access to the following documents under Freedom of Information laws for the financial years
2008-09, 2009-10 and 2010 to present, Feb 201] that deal with:

a) Breakdown of the costs associated (sic) renovations and upgrades to official residences at Government
House in Canberra and Admiralty House

b) Documents associated with requests for renovations and upgrades and costs velating to official residences
at Government House in Canberra and Admiralty House.

8. I am seeking access to the following documents under Freedom of Information laws for the financial years
2008-09, 2009-10 and 2010 to present, Feb 2011 that deal with:

a) Correspondence between Governor General Quentin Bryce and Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth

9. Iam seeking access to the following documents under Freedom of Information laws for the financial years
2008-09, 2009-10 and 2010 to present, Feb 2011 that deal with:

a) Cost of maintaining gardens and water bill for Government House and Admiralty House.

10. I am seeking access to the following documents under Freedom of Information laws for the financial years
2008-09, 2009-10 and 2010 to present, Feb 2011 that deal with:

a} Correspondence between Governor General Quentin Bryce and Kevin Rudd

11. I am seeking access to the following documents under Freedom of Information laws for the financial years
2008-09, 2009-10 and 2010 to present, Feb 2011 that deal with:

a}  Correspondence between Governor General Quentin Bryce and Julia Gillard
bt Correspondence between Ms Bryce and Ms Gillard’s Chief of Staff Amanda Lampe.

12. [ am seeking access to the following documents under Freedom of Information laws for the financial years
2008-09, 2009-10 and 2010 to present, Feb 2011 that deal with:

a) Correspondence between Governor General Quentin Bryce and Kevin Rudd’s former chief of staff Alistair
Jordan.

b) Correspondence between Stephen Brady and My Jordan

13. I am seeking access to the following documents under Freedom of Information laws for the financial years
2008-09, 2009-10 and 2010 to present, Feb 2011 that deal with:

a) Correspondence between Stephen Brady and Amanda Lampe
b) Correspondence between My Mark Fraser and Amanda Lampe

14. I am seeking access to the following documents under Freedom of Information laws for the financial years
2008-09, 2009-10 and 2010 to present, Feb 2011 that deal with:

a) Correspondence between Governor General Quentin Bryce and the Remuneration Tribunal
b) Correspondence between Mr Stephen Brady and the Remuneration Tribunal

15. Iam seeking access to the following documents under Freedom of Information laws for the financial years
2008-09, 2009-10 and 2010 to present, Feb 2011 that deal with:
a) Correspondence between Governor General Quentin Bryce and Tony Abbott
b) Correspondence between Governor General Quentin Bryce and Malcolm Turnbull
¢) Correspondence between Governor General Quentin Bryce and Brendan Nelson

16. Iam seeking access to the following documents under Freedom of Information laws for the financial vears
2008-09, 2009-10 and 2010 to present, Feb 2011 that deal with:

a) Correspondence between Niree Creed and the Prime Minister’s press office.
b) Correspondence between Niree Creed and Amanda Lampe
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This letter sets out my decisions on your requests for access. I am an authorised decision maker under
section 23 of the FOI Act. Whilst you have requested access to ‘documents’, in the spirit of goodwill and
transparency, where no document exists I have sought to respond to your requests outside of the FOI Act,
to refer you to information already on the public record and to provide relevant context where
appropriate.

Reasons for decision - material taken into account

In making my decision, [ had regard to the following:
e  The terms of your request;
¢ The content of the documents to which you sought access;

* Advice from Agency officers with responsibility for matters relating to the documents to which
you sought access;
The relevant provisions of the FOI Act;
The Agency’s guidance material on the FOI Act;
The Commonwealth's guidelines on FOI, available on the Department of Prime Minister and
Cabinet’s website; and

e Advice from the Agency’s external legal advisers.

Section 6A of the FOI Act

(1 This Act does not apply to any request for access to a document of the Official Secretary to the
Governor-General unless the document relates to matters of an administrative nature.

(2) For the purposes of this Act, a document in the possession of a person employed under
section 13 of the Governor-General Act 1974 that is in his or her possession by reason of his or
her employment under that section shall be taken to be in the possession of the Official Secretary
to the Governor-General.

Implicitly, the Act does not apply to requests for access to documents that relate to the Governor-
General’s discharge of official functions conferred by the Constitution or an enactment. (ref. Guidelines
issued by the Australian Information Commissioner under s 93A of the Freedom of Information Act
1982).

Charges

I have decided not to levy charges relating to research and decision making fees on this ocecasion.

Decision

1. a) I find that no such document exists in relation to this question. Note: this is due to the fact that
Ms Bryce meets such expenses privately.

b) I find that no such document exists in relation to this question. Note: the agency accounting
system records dry cleaning expenses as a whole and does not identify any dry cleaning
expenditure specific to the Governor-General.

¢} I find that no such document exists in relation to this question. Note: this is due to the fact that
Ms Bryce meets such expenses privately.

d) 5/9/08 to 30/06/09 expenditure on flowers: $44,465.65*
1/7/09 to 30/06/10 expenditure on flowers: $42,452.95%
1/7/10 to 31/01/11 expenditure on flowers: $22,867.57*

* providing individual invoices and documents relating to the amounts above would involve a
substantial and unreasonable diversion of the Agency’s resources.
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Note: flowers are used throughout both properties to support official functions and are sourced
Jfrom the gardens and grounds and through external suppliers. Flowers are almost exclusively
used in public rooms and only when the houses are in use. Since the Governor-General’s
commencement in September 2008, over 102,000 guests and visitors have been welcomed at
the official residences. The Governor-General has hosted 361 official events, received 458
callers for meetings, held 57 Executive Council meetings, and accommodated several heads of
state and members of royal families at the residences. Expenditure on flowers has been cut by
over 25% (from 2008/09) to a current average of around $400 per week per property.

a) Published in the Office of the Official Secretary to the Governor-General’s Annual Reports
(accessible at www.gg. gov.au)

b) I find that no such document exists in relation to this question. Note: managed by the
Department of Prime Minister and Cabinet.

¢) I find that no such document exists in relation to this question. Note: providing any such
documents would be in breach of the personal privacy provisions of the Act.

a) Salary and remuneration in relation to Stephen Brady is published in the agency Annual Report
{accessible at www.gg.gov.au). General salary and remuneration information for other staff is
also published in the agency Annual Report at www.gg.gov.au. Note: providing any such
documents would be in breach of the personal privacy provisions of the Act.

b} Providing any such documents would be in breach of the privacy provisions of the Act.

¢} Providing any such documents would be in breach of the privacy provisions of the Act.

a) Full liquor holdings have previously been tabled in Parliament and are on the public record. See
Attachment B for the current holdings as at 31 January 2011. Note: since the Governor-General
took office wine purchased has all been less than $20.00 per bottle (average cost $11.64). The
average cost of alcohol served to the 23,000 guests at official functions is $2.75 per head,

b) Full liquor holdings have previously been tabled in Parliament and are on the public record. See
Attachment B for the current holdings as at 31 January 2011. Note: since the Governor-General
took office wine purchased has all been less than $20.00 per bottle (average cost $11.64). The
average cost of alcohol served to the 23,000 guests at official functions is 32.75 per head.

¢) I'have identified no documents relating to matters of an administrative nature.

a) In relation to 2008-09 and 2009-10, I find that no such document exists in relation to this question
as there has been no expenditure. In relation to 2010-11 expenditure has totatled $165
(reimbursement of emergency hire of a dinner suit). Note: a report from the accounting system and
individual claim relating to the amount above can be supplied if required.

a) Attachment C is a document summarising the Government General’s overseas travel and
associated costs. Note: as part of her role, the Governor-General is required to travel overseas
to represent Australia. She has represented Australia overseas at the request of the Prime
Minister on 11 occasions over 2 years and 5 months in office. Many of the visits were state visits
hosted by the relevant country. The average cost per trip is less than $50,000. The Governor-
General has participated in 272 official engagements whilst overseas (the summary included
outlines the key engagements). The costs recorded are the full visit costs to the Office of the
Official Secretary to the Governor-General (OOSGG). The Governor-General’s daily programs
are published on the QOSGG website at www.ge.gov.au. Overseas visit summaries are also
published in the OOSGG Annual Report also available at www.gg.gov.au. Information about
visit costs have also been raised and responded to on the public record in Senate Estimates
hearings.
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7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

a) I have identified no documents relating to matters of an administrative nature. Note: the

OOSGG has stewardship of two heritage-listed national assets (Government House and
Admiralty House) on behalf of all Australians. All renovations and upgrades to the official
residences are managed in accordance with the 10-year Vice-Regal Heritage Property Master
Plan funded by the Government as part of the 2005-06 Federal budget. The Official
FEstablishments Trust is consulted on all major maintenance, refurbishment and landscaping
issues. Details of all works over $10,000 have been published on www.austender.gov.au in
accordance with government policy. Further information about the Vice-Regal Heritage
Property Master Plan and projects completed is provided in the Agency Annual Reports
available at www.gg gov.au.

b) I'have identified no documents relating to matters of an administrative nature. Note: there have

been no’ requests’ made for renovations or upgrades. All works have been overseen by the
Office’s Management Committee in accordance with the 10-year Vice-Regal Heritage Property
Master Plan. Details of all works over $10,000 have been published on www.qustender.gov.qu
in accordance with government policy. Further information about the Vice-Regal Heritage
Property Master Plan and projects completed is provided in the agency Annual Reports
available at www.gg. gov.au.

a} Any such documents would not be subject to the Act (Section 6A refers).

a) I find that no such document exists in relation to the cost of maintaining gardens at Government

House or Admiralty House. Water usage costs for both heritage properties since the Governor-
General’s commencement are provided below. Note: OOSGG has in place Landscape
Management Plans that address the significant heritage aspects of the gardens and grounds at
each property. As previously indicated, some 102,000 people have visited both properties since
September 2008.

Government House

2008-09: $58,573%; 2009-10: $60,131*; 2010-11: $34,998*

*providing individual invoices and documents relating to the amounts above would involve a
substantial and unreasonable diversion of the Agency’s resources.

Note: these figures include non-potable lake water drawn under licence from the ACT Government
and water and sewage supply charges to the whole property (including domestic charges for the 20-
odd buildings on the grounds). As a result of water savings measures put in place (including new
irrigation controllers) and increased natural rainfall, we have been able to cut lake water
consumption by 28% this financial year (over 2008/09).

Admiralty House
2008-09: $5,986*; 2009-10: $10,391*; 2010-11: $3,017*

*providing individual invoices and documents relating to the amounts above would involve a
substantial and unreasonable diversion of the Agency’s resources.

Note: these figures include water and sewage supply charges. As a result of water savings
measures put in place (including installation of a rain capture and storage tank) and increased

natural rainfall, we have been able to cut total water expenditure by 50% this year (compared
with 2009-10).

a) Any such documents would not be subject to the Act (Section 6A refers).

a) Any such documents would not be subject to the Act (Section 6A refers).

b) Any such documents would not be subject to the Act (Section 6A refers).
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12.  a) Any such documents would not be subject to the Act (Section 6A refers).

b) I have identified no documents relating to matters of an administrative nature.

13.  a)1have identified no documents relating to matters of an administrative nature.

b) 1 have identified no documents relating to matters of an administrative nature.

14.  a)Ifind that no such document exists in relation to this question.

b) I find that no such document exists in relation to this question.

15.  a) Any such documents would not be subject to the Act (Section 6A refers)
b) Any such documents would not be subject to the Act (Section 6A refers)
¢) Any such documents would not be subject to the Act (Section 6A refers)

16.  a) Ihave identified no documents relating to matters of an administrative nature.

b) I have identified no documents refating to matters of an administrative nature.
Review rights
You are entitled to seek review of this decision. Your rights are set out at Attachment A to this letter.
Contacts

If you require clarification of any of the matters discussed in this letter you should contact me on (02)
62833509 or by email at mark.fraser@gg.gov.au.

Yours sincerely

Jﬁ/“j‘xfw

Mark Fraser
Deputy Official Secretary to the Governor-General

4 March 2011
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ATTACHMENT A - INFORMATION ON RIGHTS OF REVIEW

1. APPLICATION FOR INTERNAL REVIEW OF DECISION

Section 54 of the Freedom of Information Act gives you the right to apply for an internal review of
the decision refusing to grant access to documents in accordance with your request.

Application for a review of the decision must be made in writing within 30 days of receipt of this
letter.

No particular form is required but it would assist the decision-maker if you could set out in the
application the grounds on which you consider that the decision should be reviewed.
Application for a review of the decision should be addressed to:

The Official Secretary to the Governor-General
Government House
CANBERRA ACT 2600

OR

2. APPLICATION TO AUSTRALIAN INF ORMATION COMMISSIONER
(INFORMATION COMMISSIONER) FOR REVIEW OF DECISION

Section 54L of the Act gives you the right to seek a review of the decision from the Information
Commissioner. An application for review must be made within 60 days of receiving the decision.

Applications for review must be in writing and must:

- give details of how notices must be sent to you; and
- include a copy of the notice of decision.

You should send your application for review to:

The Information Commissioner
GPO Box 2999 Canberra ACT 2601

Or by email to: enquiries@oaic.gov.au
AND/OR
3. COMPLAINTS TO THE INFORMATION COMMISSIONER

Section 70 of the Act provides that a person may complain to the Information Commissioner about
action taken by an agency in the exercise of powers or the performance of functions under the Act.

A complaint to the Information Commissioner must be in writing and identify the agency the
complaint is about. It should be directed to the following address:

The Information Commissioner
GPO Box 2999 Canberra ACT 2601

The Information Commissioner may decline to investigate the complaint in a number of

circumstances, including that you did not exercise your right to ask the agency, the Information
Commissioner, a coust or tribunal to review the decision
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