STAR OF COURAGE

Mr Trevor Ronald BURNS, Brisbane QIld 4000

On 30 October 2010, Mr Burns rescued a woman from a shark attack north east of Garden
Island, near Rockingham, Western Australia. The woman was a female dive guide with a group
of about twelve tourists swimming with dolphins as part of a Rockingham Wild Encounters tour.
As the woman was engaging dolphins to interact with the tourists she was suddenly and violently
attacked by a three metre shark. Mr Burns, who was shorkeling with other members of the tour
group, saw the violent attack, and immediately grabbed the shark’s tail in an attempt to pull it off
her. As he held on, the shark began to thrash about, aggressively throwing Mr Burn around in
the water. Soon after, the shark released its grip on the woman, and swam off. After hearing a
warning alarm coming from the boat, all of the swimmers swam to the boat except for Mr Burns.
Despite a large amount of blood in the water, and the whereabouts of the shark unknown, he
dove down about four metres to the injured woman who was sinking below him. Mr Burns pulled
her to the surface and swam a short distance to the boat where he lifted her onto the back
landing amongst others who were trying to get out of the water. Mr Burns ensured everyone was
safe before he left the water.

The woman survived the attack but received significant injuries to her legs which required over
200 stitches and several operations.

By his actions, Mr Burns displayed conspicuous courage.



