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MIC Ralph DudLey MASTERS , QPM
1.56 Merewethei: Street,

2291MEREWETHl::R NSW

On 2 May 1989 MIC Master's was seated in hi. s car when
he saw two of fenders weari. rig balaclavas enter the CommonweaLth

Mr Master's attempted to block theirBank at The Juncti. on.

calc by dri. vi_rig across i. t . He attempted to Locate thei. r
i. gritti. on keys but, fail. trig to do so, took an umbrella from
front seat and wrote the number pLate on his hand. As he
walked toward the open passenger ' s door one of the of fenders

He struck Mr Master's wi_thleft the Bank and confronted hi. in.
a long-bariceLl. ed hand gun sever aL ti. mes about the head and
face before running to get i. nto the dirtveJ: ' s seat.
Mr Masters then smashed the wi_ridow in the open passenger ' s
door wi. th the urnbreLla and grabbed the top of it, forci. rig i. t

When the other of fenderback on its hi. riges and bending i. t.
came out of the Bank carry trig bags contai. ni. rig money Mr Master's
hit hi_in i. n the chest wi. th the umbrella and attempted to grab

The second of fender punched Mr Master'sone of the bags .
sever aL ti_mes before getti_rig into the car and betng dirtven
away. As a result of the struggles i. n whi_ch he had taken
part Mr Master's recei. ved 1.2 sti. tches to a wound i_n hi. s Left
ear, abi:asi. ons and brui. SLng to hi. s JCLght knee, ab, :asi. ons to
the iti. ght hand and wrtst and to hLs nose and face .

,

TAR FC I^ E

courage
By his acti_ons Mr Masters di. spLayed conspi. cuous

i. n circumstances of great pertl.

Const. abl. e AL Lan Wayne MCQUEEN,
New South Wales POLLce Force

On 24 Apri. I 1989 Constable MCQueen was dri. vi_rig i. n
Hatg Avenue, Sydney, wi. th two other POLLcemen when they saw a
inari acti. rig suspi. ci. ousLy near parked cars . Constable MCQueen

Whenand a COLLeague Left the car and quest toned the inari.
ConstabLe MCQueen told hi_in that he was to be searched the
of fender knocked hi. in to the ground and a st, :uggLe ensued.
He tri_ed to handcuff the of fender who produced a high-cal. tbi:e
ptstoL and fired three shots seri. ousl. y woundtng Constable

He TOLLed away and theMCQueen i. n the chest and arm.
of fender got up and fi. red agai. n at the POLLce before runni. rig

With a COLLeague ConstabLe MCQueen chased hi. in acrossoff .

When he began to stagger hethe road and fired three shots .
was assi. sted i. nto the POLLce car and dri. ven to hospi. taL where
he di. ed as a result of hi. s i_njuri. es on 5 May 1989.

the

By hi. s actions Constable MCQueen dtspLayed
conspicuous courage in circumstances of great pertl.

(Posthumous Award)
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Mr TICevo, : Allan VTNEY,
5 0Ldfi. e}d Avenue,
CHRTSTTES BEACH SA

On 9 March 1,9891,11: Vi. ney went with flitends to
At about 8.1.5 p, in. he was SLtti. rig on hi_sWaitpi. riga Beach.

surfboard 200 metres from the shore when he saw one of his
fri. ends, 50 metres to hi. s Left, go under the water whtLe hi. s

He came up two secondssurfboard remained on the surf ace .

later caLLi. rig out that he had been attacked by a shark.
Mr Viney Limited Lately paddLed out and when half way there saw

On reachi_rig hi. s friend he saw that thethe shark ' s head.

shark sti_Ll had hoLd of hi. in and he jumped from his board into
He ki. cked where hethe bLo0d-statned water a Longsi_de him.

be Lieved the shark to be unti. L he struck i. t and conti. nued to

kick unti. L it di. sappeared. Hi_s fri. end, sttlL aLi. .ve, was i_n
shock and MIC Vi_ney dragged him on to his surfboard and caught

He swam and dragged hi. in to wi. thi. n twenty metres ofa wave .

the shore where two other fri_ends came to his assi. stance.
They dragged the victim to the beach and there unsuccessfuL
attempts to restisci. tate hi. in were made.

By his actions Mr Viney di_splayed conspi_cuous
courage i. n ci. rcumstances of great pertl. .
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Mr Kevi. n Geof f, :ey CARROLL,
Emerald Beach,

2456NSWWOOLGOOLGA

On 9 Apri_L 1989 Mr Carrol. I was wa}ki_rig over the
towards Emerald Beach when he saw a woman knee deepheadLand

i. n the surf and jumpi_rig over the waves. There was a 40 knot
southe3cLy wi. rid bLowi. rig and the sea was choppy. Reali_SLng
that the woman wouLd be caught in the ri. p Mr Car, :oLl went down
to assi_st her. By the ti_me he reached the beach she was
being washed out to sea and he heard her caLL for help.
Taki. rig off hi_s cLothes and also hi. s gLasses he ran i_nto the
surf but coul. d no longer see the woman. He ran back, put hi. s
glasses on so that he couLd deterrutne her postti. on and, taki_rig
them off agai. n, returned to the water and di_ved i. nto the JCLp
us trig i. ts force to get to her. When he reached the woman he
grabbed her hand as she became uriconsci_ous . She began to
float and he swam wi_th her across the litp but they were swept
twenty or thi. lity metres further out by the waves . Mr CarroLL
was be coini. rig exhausted when Later waves pushed them out of the
I:'i. p and he SLde-stroked towards the beach and across a
channeL. Wi. th the help of a bystander Mr CarroLL dragged the
woman from the waves . He then Iai. d her head across hi. s Legs
and appLi_ed mouth to mouth resuscttati. on until. she regai. ned
conscLousness .

BRAVE RY ME DAL

~.

<1
"

bravery .

Master Dami. an John CHAPll. AN,
I33 Pound Road,
HAMPTON PARK

By hts actions Mr CarrolL di_spLayed consi. derable

On 24 January 1,989 Dami. an Chapman was one of a group
of youths who jotned a firi_end maki. rig a cubby house i. n an o1. d
weLL . They lowered the firi. end into the weL, . on a rope to
remove some rubbish. When he calLed out that he could not
breathe, they PULLed on the rope to ratse him but i_t went
SLack. Looki. rig i. n Dani_an saw hts firi. end Iyi_rig down and heard
hi_in groani_rig. Because of hi. s Li_ght wetght volunteered to be
Lowered down to heLp . When he reached his friend he found
hi. in Lying on hi. s back and vomtti. rig so he turned hts head to
the side to stop him from choktng and then TOLLed hi. in on to
his side. After about fi. ve rutnutes Dami_an began to feeL
di_zzy and fi. ridi_rig i. t hard to breathe he shouted to be PULLed

On reachi. rig the top he ran to a house f orout of the we I_I_ .
Crawli. rig to the door hehelp but f at rited twi_ce on the way.

He thento the weLL .asked for heLp, and Led a man back
returned to the house to phone f or the emergency sex'vi. ces .

By hi. s acti. ons Master Chapman dtsplayed consi. derable

VTC . 3976

,,- --,,
I

bravery.

.~)



Mir DoriaLd James CLARTDGlE: ,
9 We ridy Avenue ,

TASROKEBY

At 12.30 a. in. on 17 JULY 1988 a fi. re broke out in a
house at Marston Street, CLai:endon VaLe . MIC Clari_dge was at
hi. s home when he heard a dulL thud and through the trees saw
fLames coining from a house nearby. He ran down to the fi. re,
jumped a SLde fence and, gotng to the front door, saw that the
fLames were coini. rig from the opposite side of the house.
MIC Clari. dge was then toLd that a baby remained in the house
and was di. rected to a wi_ridow factng onto the Laneway. Us trig
hi_s forearm he smashed the back bedroom wi. ridow andopen
cLi. inbed i. n. The room was fuLL of thi. ck black smoke and he
returned to the window a number of ti. mes for atIC. ALthough
MIC Clari. dge could hear somethi_rig i. n the room he couLd not see
and jumped out to borrow a torch. He CLImbed back i. n, threw
out several i. terns and fi. naLLy found a dog in the corner of the
bedroom whi. ch he handed out before getttng out himseLf .
Mir Clari. dge remained at the scene to assist the fi. re bi:tgade.

By hi_s actions Mr CLari. dge di. splayed consi_derabLe

BRAVERY MEDAL

7019

~\

bravery.

Probationary Constable Jason DONNELLY,
New South Wales POLLce Force

On 24 Apri. L 1989 Probationary ConstabLe DonneLLy was
dri. vi. rig i_n Hatg Avenue, Sydney, wi_th two other POLLcemen, when
they saw a inari acting suspi. ci. o11sLy near parked cars.
ConstabLe Donne}Iy and a COLIeague Left the car, quest toned
the inari and a struggle ensued. During the strugg}e the
of fender punched ConstabLe Donne}I_y i_n the face but although
in pain he went to the assi. stance of hts COLIeague. The

of fender then produced a large-caLi. bre ptstol. and fired three
shots . Constabl. e DonneLLy was wounded i. n the stomach.
Jotni. rig i. n the pursutt he saw the of fender runni. rig down some
stai. ,:s . He fi. iced two shots at the offender, ran fi. ve metres
and fired two more shots whi. I. e the of fender conti_nued to fi. ,:e

at POLLce as he ran further away. Despi_te his own i_njuici_es
Constable DonneLly then helped PI. ace hi_s wounded COLIeague i. n
the POLLce car before they were both dirtven to hospi. taL .

By hi. s acti_ons Probationary Cons table DonneLI. y
dtsplayed consi_derabLe bravery.



.

Mr Marti. n Joseph DRINKWATER,
4 Notley Street,
NORTH LAMBTON

On 6 June 1,987 Mr Drinkwater was at Prto, : House, a
ward of the Hunter HDspi. taL , Church Street, NewcastLe, when a
nurse became di_stressed about her son who had recentLy airri. ved
at the nursi. rig home, possi. bLy carrytrig weapons and explosi. ves.

When theMr Dri. nkwate, c went there with her to meet hi_in .

nurse asked her son whether he had weapons and expl. OSi_ves wtth
hLm he became agi. tated and moved into a haLLway.
Mr Drinkwatei: ran out on to the verandah, and, as the young
inari backed out of the front door two metres i_n front of him,
he saw a hand grenade i. n hi. s ifi. ght hand. A1. though tel:'ri. fi_ed
MIC Dirtnkwater tackLed hi. in and brought hi. in to the ground while

Wi_thholding the of fender ' s hand over the grenade.
assistance he heLd hi. in down and when two POLLcemen arri. ved
they removed the grenade. In the struggle Mr Drinkwater
icecei. ved superfi_ci. aL grazes to both hands and hi. s ri. ght eLbow.

By his acti_ons Mr Dri. nkwate, : dtsplayed consi_derable

BRAVERY MEDAL

I'

;~*

NSW 2299

bravery .

Mr Gregoi:y Charles ES1.10ND,
22 Pi. onee, : Street,
BINNTNGUP Vi_a BUNBURY

On 21 December 1988 a mint bus and a truck COLLi. ded
on the South West Hi_ghway ten ki. Loinetres north of Bri. dgetown.
As he drove along the hi. ghway Mr BSmond saw that the mint bus

When he saw that some peop}ehad overturned and was on fire.

remained instde he jumped on top of the van and heLped a gi_I:'L
In doing so Mr BSmond saw anotherout through the window.

He ki. cked agirl held fast by the buckle of her seat bel. t.
window i. n and CLI. inbed through it i. nto the van where he undi. d
the seat bel. t and dragged the semi-consci_ous 91. rL out to
safety. As the f}ames increased Mr Esmond attempted to
rescue two other passengers and the dirtve, c from the van but
was forced back by the rapi. dly spreadi. rig fi_I. e.

By hi_s actions Mr BSmond di. spLayed consi. derabl. e

WA 6230

bravery.
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MIC Jamte Mark FLAVELL ,
4 Fox'syth Court ,
FOUNTAIN GATE SOUTH

On 24 January 1989 when Mr F1aveLL returned home he
was to I, d that a netghboui: was at the bottom of an old wei. L
nearby. When asked to asstst, he, accompani. ed by hi. s father,

There he ti. ed a rope to a tree and went towent to the weLL .
When the ladder was Lowered i. nto the well. ,get a ladder .

Mir F1aveLl. went down to help hi. s neighbour and a boy who was
He sineLt smoke as he descended andalso Lyi_rig there .

steppi. rig off the Ladder he lost hi. s footing in the rubbish at
On Li. fti. rig the boy he realised that he wasthe bottom.

As heuriconsci. ous and tri. ed franti. calLy to get hi_in out.
attempted to PI. ace hi. in on the Ladder he freed the boy ' s foot
which was caught, but found a rope around hi. in whi_ch was under

Mr F1. avelL tici. ed a second ti_me to lift thethe other body .
He was then feeLi. rig dtzzy andboy but was unsuccessfu}.

nauseated and havi. rig breathi. rig di. f f i_CUI. ti. e s and hts f at her
When he reached the top he Lay oncaLLed to hi_in to come out.

the grass to recover and shortLy after the emergency servi. ces
aicri. ved .

BRAVE RY ME DAT"

.-"

,,

VTC. 3805

bravery.

,

\

By his acti. ons Mr FLaveLL di. splayed consi. derabLe

MIC GJ:aeme WaLtei: JONES,
19 Churchi. LL Avenue,

73 I. ODBVONPORT TAS

On 10 February 1,989 Mir Jones, a tratnee i. n the
Devonfi. eld CoinpLex, Devonport, went to the workshop where a
workmate was wheeLi. rig a Load of rubbi. sh to a Large fi. ,:e

He saw him SIi. p on Loose gravel, go over the topoutdoors .

of the wheelbarrow and faLl face fi. I'st into the fi. i. e.

Mr Jones ran to hi. in, grabbed hi. in by the arm and PULLed hi. in up
the bank towards a work bench before gotng for help. Tn so

doing Mr Jones received superfi. ci. aL burns to hi_s hands and
f ace .

By hi. s acti. ons Mr Jones saved his workmate ' s Itfe
and di_splayed consi. derabLe bravery .



ConstabLe Fi_list CLass Ross Kenneth JUDD,
New South WaLes POLLce Force

On 24 Apri. L 1989 ConstabLe First Class Judd was
driving two other POLLcemen i. n Hatg Avenue, Sydney, when they
saw a man acti. rig suspi. ci. ousJ. y near parked cars . Whi_I. e his

two COILeagues went to speak to the man Constab}e Judd parked
the car a short di. stance Coini_rig to jotn them he sawaway.

that a struggle was taki. rig pLace and ran to assi. st . As he

entered the park he heard gun shots and saw his COILeagues
were on the ground. He jumped over one of them to take cover
beside a tree as the offender fi. red a thtrd ti. me. The

of fender then ran fi. fteen to twenty metres before turning to
fi. re again at the POLLce who pursued hi. in. ConstabLe Judd

continued to chase hi_in and fi_red two more shots but on turning
to warn one of hi. s colleagues he saw hi_in stagger and ran back
to him. He assi. sted him to the POLLce car, where, wi. th the
help of hi. s other colleague, he put hi. in I. nto the POLLce car
and then drove both of them to hospi. taL .

By hi. s acti. ons Constable Fi. r'st CLass Judd di. splayed
consi. derabLe bravery .

BRAVE RY ME DAL

A

I.

MIC Ri. chard Arithony KEEN,
129 Pound Road,
HAMPTON PARK

On 24 January 1989 Richard Keen was one of a group
of youths who jotned a fri. end making a cubby house i. n an old
well . They had Lowered the friend in to the well. on a rope
to remove some rubbi. sh. When he cal. Led out that he could riot

breathe they PULLed on the rope to ratse him but i. t went
slack. Looki. rig over the side they saw that he was Lying down
and couLd hear hi_in groani. rig and vomiti. rig. After one of the

youths had been down to assi. st and had returned di. 22y and
su f fez'trig breathi. rig di. f fi. culti_es Ri_chard Keen descended the
rope to help hts firi. end. He called for them both to be taken

out of the we IL but was so weak that as he neared the top he
began to Lose hi. s gri. p. A inari leaned over, grabbed hi. in by
the arms and PULLed him out on to the ground where he kneLt to
recover .

VTC . 3976

bravery.

I~
,

.

By hi. s acti. ons MIC Keen di. splayed consi. derabJe



Constable Fi. rst CLass Robert MaLcolm MTLES,
New South WaLes Police Force

On 30 March 1988 a fire broke out in a restdenti. aL
ConstabLe Fi. r'stbut Idi. rig i. n MacLeay Street, Potts Potnt.

CLass Miles was patrolLi. rig MacLeay Street on hi. s motorcycLe
when he smelt smoke and then saw the roof of the restdenti. aL
well alight with smoke and flames btllowi. rig out of the roof .
He contacted the emergency sei:vi. ces and went to the SLxth
f LOOT of the but}di. rig to evacuate any restdents reinatni. rig

ConstabLe Miles suf fers from an asthmati_c condi. ttonthere .

and the densi. ty of the smoke caused hi_in severe breathing
However he continued hi. s search andproblems and sickness .

was told that an eLderLy woman Li. ved at the end of the
Constable Mi. Les made hi. s way there through fIyi. rigcorridor.

glass and when the cei_ling exploded he was struck by a wooden
On fi_ridi. rig thebeam whi. ch fractured his ri. ght shoulder.

woman he protected her head with hi. s helmet and cara:Led her
through faLli. rig debri. s to the ground floor stoppi. rig only to
adTntni. ste, : Ventol_i. n to hi_mself to rel. i. eve hi. s breathtng
di. f f i. culti. es .

.

B RAVE RY ME DAT,

.-

*_,
. ,

By hi. s acti. ons Constable Pi. rst Class litLes displayed
consi. derabLe bravery.

Mr Bi:ett ALLan MTTCHELL,
22 Kingsbu, :y Street,

QLDNORMAN PARK

On 26 April 1989 a I^. AAE' Chi. nook he LLCoptei: was
i. nvoLved wi. th the rescue of a faintl. y of four from a yacht

Mr Mi. tcheLLdisabled 100 nauti. cal. ini. Les east of Coolangatta.
When the he LLCopterjoined the at TCLaft crew as wi. nclunan.

air, :tved at the scene there were wi. rids of 20 to 25 knots,
swells of 15 to 20 feet and a broken cloud base of ei. ght

Tn order to rescue the passengers Mr Mi. tchel. Ihundred feet.

was hotsted to the Yacht from a ftfty-foot hover four times .
On one occasi_on he was hoisted down to assist a mother
carry trig her baby on to the upturned Life raft and then havi. rig
secured them in the rescue SLi. rig he returned wi_th them to the
beltcoptei:. He was Lowered again to the water to rescue a
third passenger who had become entangled wi. th the sea-anchor

Tt took Mac littchelL fi. ve ini. nutes to free hi. in beforeLi. ne .
Hi. s fi. naL descent tothey could return to the helicopter.

ALL the ti. merescue the fourth person was without inci. dent.
he had been i_n the water Mr Mi. tcheLL had expertenced breathi. rig
diffi. culti. es caused by the Chinook's downwash, wi. th waves
conti. nuaJ. Ly breaki. rig in hi. s face and his body under stirai. n
from the constant jerktng of the rescue sling.

By hi. s acti. ons MIC Mitchell displayed considerabLe

4I. 7 O

bravery.



ConstabJ_e G, :egory Peter REHN,
New South WaLes POLLce Force

On 30 March 1988 a fire broke out in a restdenti. al

butLdi. rig in MacLeay Street, Potts Point. Tn response to a
police radio cal. L ConstabLe Rehn attended and found the roof
wei. L ali. ght wtth pi_eces of roofi. rig fall. trig down i. nto the

Whi_I. e assisting wi. th crowd control. he was toLd thats treet .

an elderLy woman, who was aLmost blind and deaf, reinai. ned on
Constable Rehn made hi. s way through thethe fourth f LOOT.

smoke-fLLLed but}di. rig and on reaching the thi. I'd fLooi: found
the eLderly woman stumbLi. rig around in the debris. He took

As he di. dhold of her and began to lead her down the stai_I'S .
so debris and roofi. rig fell. from the cetLLng and thi. ck smoke
and water fill. ed the hallway. Despite breathtng and VLSIon
di. f fi. cuLti. es caused by the smoke Constable Rehn Led the woman
to safety.

B RAVE RY ME DAI,

10

bravery.
BY his actions Constable Rehn di. splayed consi. derable

MIC eraham Ralph SLIGHT,
4 Joei. Way,
11AMPTON PARK

Mr SLi. ght was i. n the d, :tveway of his home at Hampton
Park when he was to}d that a boy was Lying at the bottom of an

He went to the we IL and Looking down sawold wei. L nearby.
the boy, apparentLy unconscious, I. yi. rig at the bottom.
Another boy, wi. th hts foot i. n a Loop of rope, was standi. rig
beside hi. in caLLi. rig for he JP. Grabbi. rig the rope Mr SLi. ght
PULLed hi. in up and as the boy neared the top he Looked so i. Ll

After wedgtngthat he took hoLd of hi. in and PULLed hi_in out.
the rope around some branches he lowered hi. mself i. nto the pit
where he smelt a putri. d burntng sine}L . Mr SLi. ght took hold
of the uriconsi. ous boy and ti_ed a rope under hi_s arms and

As he ca}led for the boy to beknotted i. t behi. rid hi. s back.

PULLed up he saw that his foot was wedged under some ti_inber
and he tri. ed to free i_t whi. Ie calLi. rig for a bLanket and an

Then, gasptng for atIt, he Lapsed i. ntoambulance .

After betng removed from the we IL by theuriconscLousness .

emergency sei:'vi. ces he recovered in hospi. tal but was required
to undergo further treatment .

By hi_s acti. ons Mir SLi. ght di_spLayed consi. derabLe

VTC. 3976

.

bravery.

I~
.

I \



.

Mr Chri_stophe, : SOAR,
8 Angela Street,

SAREYNELLA

On 17 August 1988 Mr Soar was carry trig out
aLterati. ons to a house i. n Dunluce Avenue, Bi:i. ghton, when he
was told that the house OPPosi. te was on fL, :e and that there
were people trapped i. nsi. de . ACcompani. ed by hi_s brother and
another work-mate he ran to the house whi_ch was well aLtght.
The fi. re was i. n the roof when he kicked in the back door and

attempted to enter. Twice driven back by the thi. ck smoke he
was then hosed down, wrapped hi. s wet shi. rt around his face and

Heartng someone moaning heentered, calLing out as he went.
worked his way aLong the walls and found a tici. ghtened eLderLy
woman i. n the corner of the thi. icd room he entered. Mr Soar

PLCked her up and, aLthough sti. IL uriabLe to see through the
smoke, he retraced hi_s steps to the back door . He carri. ed

the woman to the Lawn and was then told that another person
was still inside at the front of the house. MIC S o a IC

attempted to enter the front door but was dirtven back by the
thi_ck smoke . Heartng moaning he tri. ed agai_n to enter but as
he did so the Fi. re Bri_gade crew airri. ved wi. th breathing
apparatus and he was abLe to di. ,:ect. them to the room where a
second woman remained.

BRAVERY MEDAL

5161

.

bravery.
BY hi_s acti_ons Mr Soar di. spLayed considerable

Mi. ss CheryL Lynda YABSLEY,
I Loombah Street,
BTLGOLA PLATEAU

At 12.30 a. in. on 29 March 1989 a fi. re broke out on

the ground floor of a two-storey house in Loombah Street
The house was well alight and the wi. ridows wereNewport.

exploding when the occupants of the upstai. rs secti. on heard
bitss Yabsley screami. rig to them to get out. Tt is assumed

that Mi. ss YabsLey was asLeep i. n the downstai. rs area and was
woken by the fire. After waki. rig the others she ran i. nto
thetJ: bedroom to ensure that they had Left when she was
overcome by smoke i. n the upstairs kitchen before she could
reach the rear door to make her escape .

NSW

By her acti. ons Mi. ss YabsLey dtsplayed consider abLe
bravery, thereby Losing her Itfe.

2106

(Posthumous Award)



MIC Scott John COGAN,
C/- Del Rio Resort. ,
WTSEMANS FERRY NSW

On 5 February 1989 Mr Cogan, an empLoyee of the Del
Ri_o Resort, Wi. semans Ferry, saw an overturned canoe on the

He removed hisresort lake and movement i. n the water nearby.
heavy outer clothi_rig, jumped over the fence, ran down and

He grabbed a four-year-old gi. JCL whodi_ved into the water .
Whi. I. e holding thewas bobbi. rig up and down i_n the water .

he observed her f at her about one metre under thec hi. I, d up
He tici. ed to pull him up but this caused both Mr Coganwater.

and the chi. Ld to be immersed so he Let hi. in go i. n order to save
After swimmtng her to an LSIand i. n the ini_ddle ofthe child.

the Lake he attracted the at tenti_on of peopLe on the shore and
jotned i_n an attempt to recover the inari.

For his acti. ons Mr Cogan i, s coinmended for brave

C MMENDATTON FOR BRAVE CONDUCT

~~

-\
,,

2255

conduct .

Detecti_ve Constable Fi. rst CLas s Davi. d CaldweL L DARCY,
POLLCe Stati_On,

2259WYONG NSW

I

on 30 December 1987 Detecti. veAt about 12.30 p. in.

Fi. i'st CLass Darcy was the observer i. n a POLLce car betng
dri_ven in a wester}y di. recti. on aLong Wyong Road, Turnbi. Urnbi. .
Upon enter trig a sharp right hand turn the dri. vex' saw an infant
CTawLi. rig on to the carrtageway on the OPPosi. te side of the

As the car slowedroad a short distance ahead and stopped.
ConstabLe Dai:'cy aLi. ghted, ran around the back and attempted to

After aLLowi. rig a speed trig car to pass he rancross the road.

towards the baby, who was now about one metre onto the
eastbound carri. ageway, bent down and PLCked i. t up as he ran to

Closely foLLowed by his COLLeague he reachedthe other SLde.

the footpath as a Large semi_trai_I. e. :. travelLi. rig at speed veered
between them and the tic car.

For hi_s acti_ons Constable Da, :cy i, s comnended for
brave conduct .
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MIC Andrew KARATSTOLT,
34 Ashfordby Street,
CHTPPING NORTON NSW

On 24 June 1988, Mir Karatsi_oLi. observed smoke coini. rig
from a bLock of f Lats i. n erose Street, Parramatta and a woman

In spite ofcrying because her two chi. Ldi:en were instde .
sti. 11 recei_ving treatment f oLlowing a knee operati. on,
Mr Karatsi. oLi. ran into the ground fLooi: fLat but could not

out for further di. recti. onsAfterLocate the chi. I, dzen. coinLng

he re-entered the flat and Located one of the children Iytng
on the f LOOT' by searchi. rig wi. th hi. s hands and carrted him

Mr KaratsloJ. i. ' s attempts to enter the but}ding aout s i. de .

The otherthi. rd time were prevented by the thtck smoke.
chi. Ld was rescued by a fireman.

01-114ENDATT N FOR BRAVE CONDUCT

,.

,.,

2170

conduct .

For his actLons Mr Karatsi. OIL i, s coinmended for brave

Mi. ss Sarah Emma LTDDINGTON,
35 Baragoon Street,

7018HowRAH TAS

On 26 January 1989 Sarah Ltddi_rigton, 13 year's old,
was walki. rig i_n watst deep water near some rocks at Port SoreLL
Beach wtth three other chiLd, :en. She heard a 12-year-oLd
coinpanLon caLL for heLp and turned to see her and her 7-year-
oLd brother about 1.0 to 15 metres away str\1991i. rig to keep
thei. ,: heads above water . She went to them half-swi. mintng and
half-waLki. rig and pulled the 12-year-old on to a shallow bank.
The boy was pulli. rig her under the water and i. n tryi. rig to swim
agai. nst the current from the ri_ver she soon ttJ:ed. She

cal}ed for help but was pushed under agai. n. As Sal:'ah c ame up
for a breath of atr the boy went under the water. A worna n

came to their assi_stance and Sal:'ah lost consciousness.

For her acti. ons Sarah Ltddtngton i_s coinmended for
brave conduct .

I
*

, *' ~
,
\

t



Master Matthew Chri. stopher MTTCHELL,
7 PLayfoi:d Street,

5290SAMTLLTCENT

On 8 November 1,988, Matthew Mi. tcheLL, aged 13 years,
was awoken i. n the earLy hours of the morning by the sound of
breaktng glass. After looking at hi. s two-year-o1. d brother,
who was shari_rig hi_s bed, he tri. ed to resume SLeepi_rig but was
unable to do so because of increasing breathing di_ffi. culti. es.
Openi_rig hi. s eyes he saw that the room was f tlLed wi. th smoke .
Although unable to see properly, Matthew feLt hi. s way to the
wi. ridow, opened i. t, and put hi. s brother outsi. de. He returned
for a bLanket for hi. s brother then cLi. inbed out the window
himself .

C MMENDATT N F R BRAVE CONDU T

I

For hLs acti. ons Matthew Mi. tcheLL i, s coinmended for
brave conduct .

Mrs Lea MDNRO,
428 Vi. ctori. a Avenue,

2067CHATSWOOD NSW

On 10 January 1989 Mrs Munro was on MOLLybook Beach
when she saw an elderI. y gentleman gotng to the assi. stance of a
lady who was about 75 metres from the shore i. n a Large sweLL .
She then noti. ced that they both appeared to be havi. rig

After aski_rig bystander's to get bel. p she swamdi. f f i. cuI_ti_es .

out to the coupLe and found the inari was exhausted and the
For some intnutes Mrs MunJ:o tried towoman semL-conscLous .

At thi. s stageLOLL the woman onto her back wi. thout success .

Mrs Mun, co was becoini. rig ti. red and at the inari' s suggest ton let
go of the semi. -consci. ous woman who continued floati. rig out to

ALL three were rescued by Itfesavers but i. n spi. te ofsea.

treatment the other woman di. ed shortly after.

For her acti. ons Mrs Muni:o i, s conunended for brave

.

conduc t .



.

Mr John A1an MURRA. Y,
Lot C Agar' s Lane,

2535NSWBERRY

On 27 November 1988 Mr Murray was di:tvi. rig on the
Hume Hi_ghway near Marulan when he was overtaken by two POLLce
highway patrol vehi. cJ. es . At thi. s stage a severe ratn and
hail storm struck. Mr Murray then saw one of the police
vehicles stopped against a tree bursti_rig i_nto flames. He

stopped and ran toward the burntng vehi. cLe where another inari
was attempti. rig to enter and assist the dri_ve, :. Mr Mux'ray
returned for hi. s jack handLe and smashed the passenger SLde
fIcont window. The POLLc e o f f icei: i. ns i. de was s emi. -c onsci. ous
and uriabLe to assi. st hi_mseLf . Mr 1.1urray with the assistance
of the fi_rst inari and another person dragged the i. njured
offi. cer from the vehi_cle whi_ch was now burntng fiercely.

COMMENDATTON FOR BRAVE CONDUCT

If,

".

...

conduct .
For his acti. ons Mr Murray i, s coinmended for brave

Sergeant PauL Franci_s Dougl. as NOLAN,
10 Bowerbi. I'd Avenue,

2565LNGLEBURN NSW

On 27 November 1988 CorporaL Nolan was travelling on
the Hume Hi. ghway near MaruLan duri. rig a severe ratn and hatL
storm when he was passed by two POLLce hi. ghway paticoL
vehi. cI. es . Shortly after he saw a bai. } of f Laine erupt i. nto
the atr, and then saw that one of the POLLce vehi. cLes was off
the road, agatnst a tree and well al. i_ght. After stopping he
saw that a inari was tryi. rig to gai. n entry to assi. st the i. njured
dirtve, : and another was approaching wi. th a jack handle . The

front passenger side wi. ridow was then smashed. The POLLce
of fi. cer i_nsi. de was semi. -consci. ous and unable to assi. st
him sei. f . CorporaL NOLan wi_th the assi. stance of the other two
men dragged the i. njured dri. veJ: from the vehi. cLe whi. ch was now
burntng ftel:. cel. y.

For his acti. ons Corporal Nolan is coinmended for
brave conduct .

I

\

\
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FLi. ght Sergeant John Les Li_e PEARSE,
6 Casuari. na Street,

2611ACTRTVETT

On 7 JULY 1987 Sergeant Pearse was called out to
prepare a he LLCopte, : for the urgent rescue of a SLck infant
from a shi. p approxi. mateLy 60 nauti. cal. ini. I_es out to sea from

When i. t became apparent that i. t may be a di. f fi. cultPerth.

rescue Sergeant Pearse voLunteered hi. s as SLstance. On

az:ri_vaL at the shi. p, because of COTnmuni. cati_ons di. ffi. culti. es,
obstructi. ons on the shi. p and the sea state, the chi. Id and hi. s
mother could not be safeLy hotsted uriai. ded. Sergeant Pearse
indi. cated that he was wi. ILLng to be hotsted down to the shi. p
to explai_n procedures to the mother and then held the chi. Ld

Thi. s washi. mself while betng hotsted back to the helicopter.
successful wi_th Sergeant Pearse ' s acti_ons ensuri. rig that
ini_ni_mum time was spent i. n a hazardous hover and that safety
was maxi. ini. zed.

.

MMENDATT N F R BRAVE C NDUCT

I ~,

For hi. s acttons Sergeant Pearse is commended for
brave conduct .

MIC MIChael John PREVEDELLO,
1.60 SLoane Street,

2580NSWGouLBURN

On 27 November 1988 Mr PrevedeLLo was parked beside
the Hume Htghway near Marulan because of a severe ratn and
hat'.. storm when he was passed by two POLLce htghway patrol
vehtcl. es. One of these vehi. cl. es of f the road backwardsspun
over an erubanlorient into a tree and burst into fLames . He ran

to the vehicle to assLst the dri. veJ: but was uriabLe to gai. n
The f James at the rear of the d, :tve, : ' s seat wereentry.

i_ncreasi. rig i. n tritensi. ty and he was di:i. ven back by the heat.
Another inari arrived wtth a jack handLe and smashed the
passenger SLde front wi. ridow. Mir Prevedello wi. th the

assi_stance of the second inari and another person then dragged
the i_njured of fi_cer from the vehi. cLe whtch was now burning
f i. erc eI. y .

c on duct .

For hi. s actions Mr PrevedeLlo i, s conunended for brave



Mir Alexander John SAXTNGER,
24 Saleyards Road,
CROOKWELL NSW

On 10 January 1989 Mir Saxi_rige, : was standing on
MOLlymook Beach when he saw that hi. s cousin was havi. rig
di_ffi. culti. es about 60 metres from the shore i. n a large swell. .
Af tel:' aski_rig bystanders to get bel. p he swam out to her. By

Holding herthi. s time she was about 80 9 0 metres out .

shi. rt he tri. ed to swim back to the beach agai_nst the current
A woman came to help but soonbut made Little progress.

tired and swam back to the beach. Tnnnedi_ateLy after
Mr Saxi. riger and hi_s cousi_n were separated by a wave and he

They were both rescued by Ltfesave, :s butLost SLght of her.
In spi. te of treatment hi. s cousi. n di_ed shortly after.

01.1MENDATT N F R BRAVE CONDUCT
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conduct .
For his acti. ons Mr Saxi_riger i, s coinmended for brave

ConstabLe PauL Rodney SCRA. CE,
Police Stati. on,

2259WYONG NSW

At about 12.30 p. in. on 30 December 1987 Constable
Sci:ace was the dJ:tver of a POLLce car travelli. rig i. n a westerly
directi. on aLong Wyong Road, Turnl>i. Urnbi. . Upon enter trig a
sharp xi. ght hand turn he saw an i. nfant crawLi. rig on to the
carri. ageway on the opposite SLde of the road a short distance
ahead and stopped. The police observer i. n the car was the
fi. itst to al. i. ght and crossed the road, after watti. rig to a}l. ow a
speed trig car to pass, just ahead of ConstabLe Sci:ace who was
prepartng to pick up the baby should hi. s COILeague ' s attempt

The attempt was successful and both of fi. cers reachedfatJ. .

the footpath betng narrowLy ini'ssed by a semi. t, :at Lei:' passi. rig at
high speed in an easterLy directi. on.

For his actions ConstabLe Scrace i, s coinmended for
brave conduct .
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Corporal Shad James SEARS ,
3124 ELlenborough Street,

4305QLDLPSWTCH

On 26 March 1989 at Sunshi_ne Beach Corporal Sears
observed an eLderLy inari i. n extreme di. ffi. CUI. ties in the very
rough surf, outsi. de the flagged area, who was betng rapi_dLy
swept seawards . He innedtateLy ran to the water, swam out to
the near-drowni_rig man and supported hi_in wi. th much dtffi. culty
until they fi_nally managed to reach a sandbar. At this stage
Corporal Sears was jotned by two other men, one of whom had an

Together the three of them were able to floatatI:' mattress .

the eLdei:Ly inari ashore where he received medicaL at tentton.

C MMENDATT N F R BRAVE C ND
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For hi_s acti. ons Corporal Sears i_s coinmended for
brave conduct .

Mr Duncan A1. exandei: STNCLAIR,
LO Batnti:ee Avenue,

7005TASDYNNYRNE

T

On 30 December 1988 Mr SincLai. r and a companion
Launched thei. ,: 13-foot dinghy from Li. sdi. Ll. on River to Itft
thei. r CT'aypots . When they reached the second pot
approxi. matel. y 50 metres off Boags Potnt the water was rough
and while attempti. rig to Li. ft the heavy pot the di. righy was
swamped by a three-to-four metre wave and overturned.
Netther man was weari. rig a life jacket and at thi_s point his
coinpani. on told Mr Sinclai. ,: that he could not swi. in.
Mir SLncLai. ,: swam about 20 metres to hi_in and PULLed hi. in towards

The inari was consci. ous but pantcki. rig and gaspingthe rocks .

Tn spi. te of betng PULLed under MIC SLncl. air managedf or air .

to tow hi. in al. most to the shore when they were washed into a
gutter and the surge of the waves PULLed the inari from his

After resti. rig bri_efly Mr SLnclai. r tried to Locate hi. sgrasp.
but was unsuccessfuL.coinpanLon

c onduc t .

For hi. s actions Mr SLncLai. r i, s COTnmended for brave




